
July 7, 2014 

 A Special Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas, 
Virginia was held in the Second Floor Conference Room at City 
Hall on the above date with the following present: Mayor Harry 
J. Parrish II, Vice Mayor Andrew L. Harrover, Council Member 
Marc T. Aveni, Ian T. Lovejoy, J. Steven Randolph, Jonathan L. 
Way and Mark D. Wolfe; City Manager W. Patrick Pate, Treasurer 
Robin R. Perkins, City Clerk Andrea P. Madden, Public Works and 
Utilities Director Mike C. Moon, Deputy Director of Water and 
Sewer Tony Dawood, Community Development Director Elizabeth S. 
Via-Gossman, Development Services Manager Jamie S. Collins, 
Police Chief Doug W. Keen, Lieutenant Bill Hutchinson, Fire and 
Rescue Chief Brett R. Bowman, Deputy Fire and Rescue Chief Wade 
House, and Public Affairs Specialist Patty Prince. 
 
 Mayor Parrish called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. 
 
 The City Clerk reported that the news media had been 
notified of the Special Meeting in accordance with the Freedom 
of Information Act. 
 
 The City Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting 
acknowledged by all Council Members stating that the Special 
Meeting was called for the following purposes: 
 1. As per the attached agenda dated July 7, 2014; 
 2. Other pertinent business for the operation of the City. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda: Work Session on the City of Manassas 
Water and Sewer Department Request to Demolish the Elevated 
Water Storage Tank (Fire House Tank) at Quarry Road and to 
Appeal the Decision by the Architectural Review Board (ARB), 
Case #2014-4000014, to Prohibit Demolition. 
 
 Deputy Director of Water and Sewer, Tony Dawood, explained 
that the City’s Water and Sewer Department filed an appeal of 
the Architectural Review Board’s denial of a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to demolish the existing water storage tank 
located next to the Fire Station.  A public hearing regarding 
the appeal was held on April 28, 2014 and the City Council 
voted to defer action for six months to allow additional time 
to determine if private groups would be interested in assuming 
responsibility for tank rehabilitation and maintenance.  Staff 
was asked at that time to investigate the cost to maintain the 
tank as a non-functioning water storage facility.  Based on 
research, staff has concluded that a dry tank will require 
structural inspection every five years and internal and 
external painting with a protective coating every ten to 
fifteen years.  A recent quote obtained from Tank Industry 
Consultants estimates the cost to perform a total 
rehabilitation from $180,000 to $200,000, including 
inspections. 
 
 Mayor Parrish asked who requested that the tank be 
demolished originally. 
 Mr. Dawood responded that the City of Manassas’ Water and 
Sewer Department made the request with the support of the 
Utility Commission.  Additionally, the Manassas City Fire and 
Rescue Department and the Manassas Volunteer Fire Company 
support removal of the tank to allow for improved access. 
 
 Council Member Lovejoy commented that the estimates for 
repair and maintenance have increased and asked for an 
explanation. 
 Mr. Dawood explained that OSHA requirement must be met and 
the cost of tank maintenance is increasing in the area. 
 



July 7, 2014 

 Council Member Randolph asked if anyone was interested in 
placing antennas on top of the tank, which may generate some 
revenue. 
 Mr. Dawood stated that the antenna currently on the tower 
belongs to the City and is no longer in use.  There have been 
no inquiries from other organizations interested in placing 
antennas on the tower. 
 
 Vice Mayor Harrover stated that the increase in the 
estimates was concerning. 
 
 Council Member Wolfe asked about the time frame associated 
with the painting and maintenance. 
 Mr. Dawood explained that the work should be completed 
within one year. 
 Council Member Wolfe responded that he saw no harm in 
waiting six months to make a decision on the appeal. 
 
 Council Member Aveni asked if there was a formal group 
working to save the water tower. 
 Mayor Parrish indicated there was a campaign on Facebook 
and Council Member Wolfe indicated paperwork was filed by 
Steven Hersch to form a 501(c)(3). 
 
 Council Member Way commented that in his opinion, the 
costs associated with maintaining the water tower were too much 
for too little benefit. 
 
 The City Council felt it was necessary to provide the 
public with the amount of money that must be raised before the 
Council would consider allowing a private entity to take 
responsibility for the tower.  The City Council agreed on 
$180,000 as the required amount. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED that the City Council defer 
action on the ARB appeal until December 15, 2014 to allow 
interested parties the time to raise $180,000 in cash assets.  
Seconded by Vice Mayor Harrover.  Roll call: AYES – Aveni, 
Harrover, Lovejoy, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda:  Work Session on Residential 
Permit Parking Districts. 
 
 Mr. Moon made a presentation to the City Council on the 
various parking district options available. 
 
 General discussion regarding costs associated with 
enforcement, signage, and permit costs occurred.  The current 
budget includes costs associated with parking districts, 
including the addition of a Revenue Specialist in the 
Treasurer’s Office. 
 
 Council Member Randolph stated that citizens have 
complained to him about cars parked in front of their 
mailboxes. 
 Mr. Moon explained that the City has tried to get away 
from painting curbs either yellow or red because the cost of 
maintenance is so high. 
 Chief Keen further explained that the blocking of 
mailboxes violates USPS regulations but not the City Code.  
Therefore, the Police Department has left it to the citizens to 
call and complain when they encounter a problem. 
 
 Council Member Way indicated that one of his chief 
concerns is safety on Liberia Avenue and suggested that the 
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addition of another turning lane be explored.  Council Member 
Way stated that he was hesitant to create an administrative 
debacle. 
 
 Vice Mayor Harrover stated that he supports Alternative #4 
with a townhome parking district and the implementation of 
single-family districts in phases each 6 months over the next 
year.  Vice Mayor Harrover explained that Alternative #4 may 
not be widely popular but it gives options to most of those 
impacted. 
 
 Council Member Aveni agreed that something should be done 
to address the parking situation in the single-family home 
neighborhoods, but emphasized that citizens should initiate the 
formation of parking districts, not the City. 
 
 Council Member Way suggested that a traffic flow study be 
conducted on Liberia Avenue, noting that many accidents occur 
on that particular street. 
 
 Mr. Moon reiterated that staff recommends Alternative #1, 
with parking districts created following the submission of 
citizen-initiated petitions in the impacted area.  Staff will 
proactively communicate with residents in the pilot area to 
educate them on their options regarding parking districts in 
their neighborhoods. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED that City staff move forward 
with Alternative #1, Parking Districts Established by Petition, 
that a proactive communication approach with residents in the 
pilot area be undertaken, and enforcement efforts increased.  
Seconded by Council Member Way.  Roll Call: AYES – Aveni, 
Randolph and Way.  NAYS – Harrover, Lovejoy and Wolfe.  TIE 
VOTE.  Mayor Parrish voted ‘AYE’ to break the tie vote.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
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